between two periods before and after the commencement of quiescence (August, 1999) for the seismic activity in the subducted slab. The vertical scale is adjusted in proportion to the duration of the data. Earthquakes of magnitude 1.5 and greater are sampled and counted after a declustering process. Fig. 7 ). The seismicity rate in the abnormal stage (periods 1-3) is compared to that in the standard period (period 0). The hatched area is a quiescent area where the rate is less than 50% of the standard period.
The solid area is an activated area where the rate is greater than 150%. 
